
Statement of Faith - The Bible 
Small Group Companion 

 
Rather than make the case for belief in, or for the inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible, I’m 
going to invite you this week to simply take some time in the Word.  I want to invite you to 
engage as a group, couple or family in a way of reading that I trust will assist you in hearing 
the Holy Spirit speak through the Scriptures. 
 

1. Select a passage to read.  (It does NOT have to be one of the ones listed below) 
a. 1 John 1:4-9 
b. Isaiah 5:1-4 
c. Romans 12:1-5 
d. Revelation 3:1-6 (from Ashley Cammaert) 

2. Identify your readers.  When my wife and I do this exercise we typically alternate 
reading.  When used with larger groups I suggest assigning several readers. 

3. Try to use a different translation of the passage for each reading. 
4. Turn off any possible distractions – like cell phones. 
5. Make sure you have pen and paper in hand for when you decide to take notes. 
6. Make sure you’re comfortable ☻ 

 
Every person has a preferred posture for listening (for example when someone is reading to 
me I like to close my eyes).  Each time the passage is read, intentionally listen… listen intently 
and intentionally.  Don’t worry about reading along – if the translations are different this might 
be more distracting than helpful. 
  

Prepare  

Have someone lead out in prayer asking that God would speak to each person through His 
Word. 

Listen 

Encourage participants to listen for a single word, thought or line which stands out for them as 
the passage is read by the first reader.  Don’t try to think about why it stands out... don’t start 
trying to unpack the Word.  We often miss God because we are too eager to get to a 
“destination.” 
 
God is infinitely more concerned with the journey...  
 
Invite each person to listen.  Listen for one word, phrase or thought as the passage is read. 
They can write it down if they wish.   
 
The first reader should read the passage through twice. 
 
After the passage is read through twice, sit in the following silence and reflect on the word, line 
or phrase that stood out for you as it was read. (I suggest 1-2 minutes and that you to time it – 
sometimes 30 seconds feels like “eternity”☻) 



Share 

After your moments of silence invite each person to share with the group the word, line or 
phrase that they were reflecting on.  
 
NOTE: this should be a simple statement of one or two words. No elaboration you’ll have 
opportunity to elaborate later on) 

 

What the Spirit is saying to me… 

Encourage each participant to invite the Holy Spirit to show them how that verse, line, phrase 
or word that stood out in the earlier reading, might intersect with their life at this moment. 
 
For some, the connection will be clear as day.  Others may need to continue to reflect on it 
long after the meeting is over. 
 
Have a second reader read the passage in a different translation.   
 
This time, after the passage is read (once) allow two to three minutes of silence (again, I 
encourage you to time it).   

Reflect / Share 

Give each participant the opportunity to share how the passage, verse, line, or word connects 
with their life at this moment.  (i.e., "This is where this passage connects with me” – e.g. my 
future, my family, finances, study) 
 
Once again, there is no need to share the details. God knows! 
 
If there are those who are not comfortable sharing at this point allow them to “pass”. 

 

What God invites me to do… 

Invite a third reader to read the passage.  Use a third translation if at all possible. 
 
Once again follow the reading with 2-3 minutes of silence. 
 
This time each participant should reflect on a specific question:  In view of this passage, truth 
or word that the Holy Spirit has revealed to me, I believe God wants me to ____ today/this 
week. 

Share 

This is the opportunity where those who wish to share at length may do so if time permits. 
 
Take note of the things that are shared.  Once everyone who wants to share has shared have 
a time of prayer. 

Pray 


