
             

 

 

 
1 / 2 

 
1. What do you tend to do when you are frightened? 
 
2. How can you move towards worship as a first reaction 
to fear? 
 
3. Culturally, how should we be responding to our 
“neighbours”? 

e gather to worship… 

Pastor Paul made the statement:  There is no such thing as “private” worship. 
 
4. What do you understand him to mean by that statement? 
a. Do you agree? 
b. What about the many ‘individual praise’ Psalms? 

e focus on God in worship… 

5. Do you find it easy to focus on God in the Sunday gathering?  Why/Why 
not? 
 

6. What can you do to grow your ability to focus on God? 
 

7. How did you prepare last Sunday?  How will you prepare for this Sunday? 

orship remembers 

8. What was our last TAC milestone?  What was the last 
“foundation” we laid?  What was the last “mighty work” we saw 
God accomplish? 
 

9. How did we celebrate? 
 

10. How do we respond when we are faced with challenges? 

orship always calls for a Response 

11. Identify the last time you responded to the following: 
a. God’s worth (His Character) 
b. God’s word (the scriptures) 

c. God’s works (what He has done, what He is doing, what He has promised to do).  
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Return: Worship and Trouble – Ezra 3-4 
Small Group Comapnion 
Pastor Paul N. Woodburn 

3:3 (NRSV)They set up the 
altar on its foundation, 

because they were in dread 
of the neighboring peoples... 

God 
keeps His 
promises! 
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Notable Quotable 
God is forever and always what he has declared and demonstrated himself to be—utterly 
steadfast. The returned exiles experienced difficulties not because of God's failure, 
absence, or inexplicable behavior, but because petty pride, hurt feelings, power struggles, 
selfishness, and a host of other human tendencies were added to the problem. Even so, 
God remained the one constant, faithfully pursuing his people through discipline and 
godly messengers, patiently offering grace, reconciliation, and hope.1 
 
 

Message in a Bottle: worship first 
 

                                            
1 Anders, Max; Larson, Knute; Dahlen, Kathy (2005-04-01). Holman Old Testament Commentary - Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther: 9 (Kindle Locations 1341-1344). B&H Publishing. Kindle Edition. 


