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In our passage today Paul refers to three types of relationships:  
Husband/wife, parents/children and employee/employer. 
 
Identify one of those three relationships and answer the following 
questions. 

 
1. What is your favourite thing about that particular relationship?   

 
2. What is the most valuable thing you contribute to that relationship? 

 
3. FOR GROUPS WITH CHILDREN: What is your favourite thing about your family, 

or mom, or dad, etc.  
 
READ: Ephesians 5:22-6:9 
 
Throughout the passage Paul tries to be clear that he is not offering marital advice but 
trying to explain a “profound mystery” (Ephesians 5:32).  The church united with and 
submitted to, Christ.    
 

4. What does it mean for your church to submit to Christ?  What does that 
look like in practical terms? 

 
5. What would it look like if your church were to be truly one with Christ? 

 
READ: Colossians 3:18-4:1 
 

6. What did you notice? 
 

7. Are there similarities between Colossians and the Ephesians passages?  If 
so, what are they?   

 
8. Are there differences between Colossians and the Ephesians passages?  If 

so, what are they? 
 
 

People will often ask, “Why doesn’t Paul just command 
believing masters to free their slaves?” 
 
Perhaps Paul is not as interested in changing society as he is 

in inviting people to yield themselves to the transforming work of Christ.  Maybe his 
point is that, no matter what situation you find yourself in your responsibility is to always 
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submit to and obey Christ, What if the call is to yield yourself to Christ’s transforming 
work in your life regardless of your situation? 
 

9. So, what does that mean for your church right now?  Might any of this 
inform how we journey through the COVID era as communities of faith? 

 
 

 
Pray for your church family in view of Paul’s instructions 
 
 That your church would submit to Christ (you may 
wish to pray this over a specific area of concern in the life 

of your church right now) 
 Pray that your church will be a place where those who are older disciple those 

who are younger rather than frustrating or exasperating them. 
 Pray that those in authority would treat those they lead with respect and grace 
 Pray that those who serve would do so as if they were truly serving Jesus 

  


